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• School nurses are on the front lines of assessing, identifying 
and treating school age children

• Nursing services in schools have previously demonstrated 
improved medical care costs for students, less productivity 
loss for parents, and less productivity loss for teachers

• Nursing services in schools provide a cost-beneficial 
investment of public money

• Musculoskeletal injuries and concussions are common injuries 
seen in school aged children
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Methods

Participants
900 school nurses 
(LVN/LPN and RN) 

36 school districts in 
DFW

Family Medicine and 
Orthopedic resident 

physicians

Education
Online modules

In-person lectures
Simulation cases

Timeline
08/23 – 03/24
25 sessions
Post-session 

surveys

• This educational protocol and community nurse outreach has 
a significant potential to improve nursing education and the 
lives of school-age children

• An outstanding majority of nurses responded positively to the 
educational sessions, and planned to implement clinical 
changes to their current practice

• This program has been implemented as a pilot program in 
other regions of hospitals such as the North Florida divisions 
and HCA Methodist in San Antonio ***

Quotes from the educational sessions
• “All speakers were very knowledgeable and answered all 

questions!”
• “Well organized and enjoyed the different speakers and 

topics.”
• “Loved this presentation today. All presenters were thorough 

and well spoken and super knowledgeable.”  

• Educating nurses on common school age medical problems 
has had positively received by the vast majority who 
attended the educational sessions 

• We will seek to continue to improve both nursing confidence 
in primary management of MSK and concussion related 
conditions, as well as increase the overall participation from 
community nurses in these educational sessions

• Self-reported data from post-session surveys of participating 
nurses demonstrated 91.6% (632/690) *** of the participants 
reported that they would make changes to their clinical 
practice based on the educational sessions

• Additionally, information regarding other recommendations for 
educational opportunities and session content was 
synthesized into qualitative categories. 

• Qualitative analysis of survey results
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Reasons for 
not 

implementing 
change

• Sufficient previous clinical knowledge
• Lack of authority regarding current policies
• Impending career field change

Barriers to 
clinical change

• Parental compliance
• Administration
• Lack of finances

Desired 
additional 
learning

• Videos or websites for future reference
• More complex clinical scenarios 
• Legal complications regarding nurses
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