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• Compassionate withdrawal of ventilatory support
o Most withdrawals occur in the ICU setting
o 40% of deaths in ICU involve withdrawal of life support

 Involves an organized professional team, proper medications and
methods to administer, psychosocial and spiritual support, and close
monitoring

 Often partner with hospice

• Patient preferences
o Most patients prefer to die at home
o “Quality” of death is higher in the home than in the hospital or

inpatient units.

• Hospice support
o Compassionate withdrawal of ventilatory support is shown to be

feasible in a safe and efficient manner
o Hospice provides logistic support and expertise from the

patient’s home team

Establishing a protocol for hospice compassionate withdrawal of 
ventilatory support in the home setting
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Methods

Establishing of a protocol for hospice compassionate withdrawal
of ventilatory support in the home setting requires a
multidisciplinary approach and an understanding of the
psychosocial and logistical components involved. This protocol is
an important and positive step towards allowing patients to pass
with dignity in their homes.
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• Considerations
o Patient: Age>18 years old, presence of life-limiting illness, on life-

sustaining ventilatory support, to include BiPAP, not suicidal and
with appropriate psychosocial support

o Family: in agreement and with the ability to care for patient post
withdrawal, HCS determined, designated spokesperson
determined

o Environment: safe with working electricity and air conditioning,
equipment, room for patient, team and supplies

o Logistics: protocol followed, EMS for transport, team availability
and readiness

• Protocol developed and placed into policy with Community
Hospice and Palliative care

• Plan for future implementation for appropriate patients and
families

This is a quality improvement initiative at Community Hospice and Palliative Care.
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